BOOK REVIEWS the Americas, New York 10036, U.S.A.; $US49; pp. 352; 260 x 180. This book provides a review of a wide range of subjects in thirty-seven chapters. As well as covering opioids, some newer synthetic analgesics and many aspects of anaesthetic agents, it extends to a review mechanism of anaesthesia, synthetic oxygen-carrying substances, and the pharmacokinetics of closedcircle, low-flow and infusion anaesthesia.
Most of the contributions have Italian authorship, and this book serves to demonstrate the high level of research into pharmacology related to anaesthesia which is being carried out in that country.
The benzodiazepines are presented in detail, covering their neuropharmacology, pharmacokinetics and their application to general anaesthesia and to sedation for regional analgesia. Of particular interest is an appraisal of the benzodiazepine antagonist Ro 15-1788 which is undergoing clinical trial and of the water-soluble agent midazolam.
Aspects of monitoring spinal cord activity and the place of evoked potentials are described in relation to the pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics of CNS depressant drugs.
Other subjects of current interest such as immunodepression in anaesthesiology, GABA-ergic and glycinergic transmission in the CNS, the role of endorphins, and the new volatile anaesthetic molecules sevoflurane, isoflurane and aliflurane are presented in an informative way.
In general, this book is easy to read and provides a wealth of interesting information for the anaesthetist wishing to refine his knowledge of existing drugs and techniques as well as preview a new generation of drugs. . This compact little book is an attempt to bring together a great deal of contemporary information about the opioid analgesic drugs. In order to accomplish this task many contributors have been asked to distil information from their own particular field of interest. The Editor, Or. R. E. S. Bullingham, is from the Oxford Pain Research group and the Nuffield Department of Anaesthetics. Or. Bullingham is to be congratulated on assembling a very high calibre group of contributors from very varying backgrounds in a comprehensive crosssection of areas relating to the fundamental principles and clinical use of the opioid drugs.
The text is divided into three major sections: I. Opiates in Clinical Practice, 2. Opiates: Aspects of the Drugs, 3. Opiates: Fundamental Aspects.
In the first section the clinician will find useful chapters on narcotic anaesthesia, pharmacokinetics, respiratory complications, spinal narcotics, and opiates in the management of chronic pain. There are up-to-date chapters on the current status of intravenous opioid infusion, demand analgesia, and the spinal use of opioid drugs. There is also an excellent chapter on the use of opioids in the chronic pain setting, with a general survey of all of the available opioid drugs with a perspective of the current status of each drug. There is a considerable amount of up-to-date information on newer analgesic drugs. One cannot help wondering why fentanyl and all the newer fentanyl derivatives were not covered in the one place rather than, for example, starting with fentanyl, moving on to pethidine then back to alfentanil then to buprenorphine, butorphanol and then on to carfentanil and lofentanil. This rather piecemeal approach to things tends to make it harder for the reader to gain a well-balanced perspective of the comparative pharmacology of these agents.
The last section is a little disappointing in that it really only presents a few aspects of new information relating to the fundamental basis of opioid action. I would have preferred to see a 'position paper' from one major authority who attempted to integrate all of the fundamental information relating to the action of opioid drugs.
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